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Message

From: Sedlacek, Michael [Sedlacek.Michael@epa.gov]

Sent: 7/5/2016 12:53:27 PM

To: Ackerman, Charmagne [Ackerman.Charmagne@epa.gov]; Ackerman, Mark [ackerman.mark@epa.gov];

Dee.allen@ldftribe.com; Ambutas, Kestutis [Ambutas.Kestutis@epa.gov]; Anson, Robie [anson.robie@epa.gov];
Arrigoni, Holly [Arrigoni.Holly@epa.gov]; Beckmann, Ronna Erin [beckmann.ronna@epa.gov]; Burdick, Melanie
[Burdick.Melanie@epa.gov]; Coleman, John [jcoleman@glifwc.org]; Cox, Doug - Menominee Wi [dgcox@mitw.orgl;
Cozza, Daniel [cozza.daniel@epa.gov]; Darrow, lennifer [darrow.jennifer@epa.gov]; Deleon, Jose
[deleon.jose@epa.gov]; Desai, Sheila [desai.sheila@epa.gov]; Dvogt@1854treatyauthority.org; Esteban Chiriboga
[esteban@glifwc.orgl; Glowacki, Joanna [glowacki.joanna@epa.gov]; Kaspar, Tyler
[TKaspar@ 1854treatyauthority.orgl; Kenney, Thomas [kenney.thomas@epa.gov]; KHanson@ldftribe.com; Laplante,
Elizabeth [LaPlante.Elizabeth@epa.gov]; Latady, Bill [blatady@boisforte-nsn.gov]; Manoyan, Simon
[manoyan.simon@epa.gov]; Manville, Jennifer [manville.jennifer@epa.gov]; Marko, Katharine
[Marko.Katharine@epa.gov]; McKim, Krista [mckim.krista@epa.gov]; Mello, Amorin [Amorin.Mello@redcliff-
nsn.gov]; Micham, Ross [micham.ross@epa.gov]; Miller, Anna [miller.anna@epa.gov]; Moody, Jonathan
[moody.jonathan@epa.gov]; natalene.cummings@fcpotawatomi-nsn.gov; Pellegrini, Janet
[pellegrini.janet@epa.gov]; Poleck, Thomas [poleck.thomas@epa.gov]; Poole, Elizabeth [Poole.Elizabeth@epa.gov];
Portanova, Mary [portanova.mary@epa.gov]; Ramaly, Todd [ramaly.todd@epa.gov]; Ripley, Mike - Ottawa
Chippewa MI [mripley@sault.com]; Roy, Stephen [roy.stephen@epa.gov]; nancyschuldt@fdlrez.com; Sedlacek,
Michael [Sedlacek.Michael@epa.gov]; Thompson, Robert [thompson.robertl@epa.gov]; Vargas, Noel
[vargas.noel@epa.gov]; Wagner, William [wagner.william@epa.gov]; Walts, Alan [walts.alan@epa.gov]; Watkins,
Margaret [mwatkins@grandportage.com]; lwawronowicz@ldftribe.com; Weaver, Kerryann
[weaver.kerryann@epa.gov]; Wester, Barbara [wester.barbara@epa.gov]; Westlake, Kenneth
[westlake.kenneth@epa.gov]; White, Dawn [dwhite@glifwc.org]; Yu, Yone [yu.yone@epa.gov]

Subject: Weekly Mining News 7-5-2016

Attachments: PolyMet will not protect Minnesota’s waters MinnPost.pdf

If Pebble wants its mine to go through federal review, it should just submit a plan - members
of the U.S. House of Representatives should quit giving the company a forum to berate EPA
for doing the job Congress mandated it to do.

Alaska Dispsich News (Anchorags, AK) - July 4, 2018
Author/Byling: Kimberly Willlams

Last week the U.S. House Natural Resources Committee held a hearing on the proposed Pebble mine. It couldn't
have been scheduled at a worse time. Everyone in Bristol Bay is busy filling their nets, smokehouses and freezers
with salmon for personal use, and trying to fill bank accounts with money made from catching salmon.

Despite the terrible timing, | was honored to be invited to testify and made time to go to Washington, D.C. After all,
our region depends on this fishery for our lives and livelihoods.

To many members of the commitiee, Bristol Bay is a far-off place they only know about because Pebble wants to
build a mine there. But to me, and to others in the region, the Bay is our home, and we must be ready for the 46
million salmon headed our way, or miss out on an entire year's worth of benefits.

Although the hearing was ostensibly about the role of the National Environmental Policy Act in the permitting
process, it was really just another chance for Pebble to claim it's been unfairly treated by the Environmental
Protection Agency. The company claims EPA's use of the Clean Water Act to place restrictions on mine-waste
disposal in our salmon spawning grounds is unfair, and it should first be allowed to go through the environmental
review process called for by NEPA.

As some members of the committee quickly realized, Pebble's position is ridiculous. If Pebble wants its mine plan to
go through NEPA review, all it has to do is submit a permit application.
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Year after year, going as far back as 2004, Pebble has said it was poised to submit its application. And year after
year, as the public, scientists and investors all realized how stupendously wrong it would be to develop a huge
open-pit mine in the headwaters of the Bay, Pebble delayed, hoping it could at least control the politics of the
process.

After a decade of uncertainty about the threat to our fishery, nearly all the stakeholders in Bristol Bay — our tribes,
Native corporations and commercial and sportfish groups — asked EPA to take proactive steps to protect the salmon
fishery from the proposed Pebble mine. The EPA is legally obligated to respond to our requests, and it did so. The
rest is a matter of public record. After a lengthy and rigorous scientific assessment and unprecedented levels of
public input, EPA proposed minimum reasonable restrictions on mine-waste disposal to ensure the future of

our fishery.

No, Pebble isn't the victim here. And members of the U.S. House of Representatives should quit giving the company
a forum to berate EPA for doing the job Congress mandated it to do — protect clean water and the fisheries. For us
in the Bay, this makes a whole lot of sense, as protecting our water means protecting our salmon, our culture and
our economy.

I've lost track of the number of times I've traveled to D.C. to tell our story, defend our wild salmon, and promote a
fishery that feeds the world. The fishery is a biessing to our people, and I'm proud to be a part of it. | invite any
House committee to hold a field hearing in Alaska so they can see for themselves the importance of our fishery,
instead of criticizing us from afar.

Rather than muddie the issue with more politics, Congress should let EPA finish its 404(c) process, and give
certainty to our people that our salmon resource can support us for generations to come, as it has supported our
culture for millennia, and our economy for 130 years and counting. We will not rest until the threat posed by Pebble
is put to bed for good.

Kimberly Williams is the executive director of Nunamta Aulukestai, a coalition of 10 Alaska Native village
corporations and tribes.



